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TO THE 
WORTHY INHABITANTS 
<0 8 
LONDON and WESTMINSTER, 
| The following Short 
SKETCH or a PLAN 
.T 0 | ; 
PREVENT CRIMES, 
5 is MST RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED 
N * 
THE AUTHOR 
London, 
Nov. 16, 1792. : 
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PREVENT CRIMES. 


HAVE had the honour to communicate 
| ſeveral hints on this buſineſs ſome time 
ago; but the only printed one is in the 38th 
page of my Miſcellaneous Propoſals *, viz. 
5 The 4th Propoſition, To prevent houſe- 
<< breaking, and all other acts of violence and 
* depredation. It muſt be evident to all, that 
printing a full and particular account how 
_ © this is to be done, would not only be im- 
proper, but in a great meaſure defeat the 


intention of my deſign. Though a great 


© part of this muſt be kept from the public 
eye, yet no part of it will be withheld from 
ce thoſe who ought to know it. Therefore al 


oa "1 can now. mention is, that if the firſt pro- 


poſal be properly conducted, by providing 


4 1 ene for all idle and diſorderly people, 


there will be none leſt to break houſes, &c. 
“ and ſhould ſuch a thing happen, they wu 
be immediately detected. P |; 


* Sold by Mr. Murray, No. 32, Fleet-ſtreet. 
'o% 3 I after 
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1 afterwards gave to a few friends the fol- 
ing Propoſal:— As Mr. Donaldſon's Propo- 
e fals have by ſome been thought too exten- 
“ ſive, he is willing to meet the ideas of others 
& ag much as poſſible; and therefore propoſes, 


% upon his being ſecured in an adequate re- 


© ward, to ſhew how the 4th Propoſition of 


© his printed Propoſals may be carried into 
< effec, viz. to prevent houſe-breaking, and 


all ether acts of violence and depredation. 
„This plan will ſhew how London, Weſt- 


“ minſter, and every city or town, may be ef- 


© feQtully ſecured againſt houſe- breaking, &c. 


He will alſo point out many other advan- 
8 tages, that the inhabitants, as well as ſtrangers, : 


are to receive from his plan being adopted.” 


Being afterwards adviſed to give in a more 


Particular plan to the city of London, I gave, 
on the th of April, 1791, to Sir John Roſe, 
Recorder of the city, a petition to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen, which he did me the 

honour of preſenting the 3ift of May, when. 
they were pleaſed to appoint a Committee to 


meet with me on the zd of June, at which 5 


time I delivered to them the following paper, 
viz. A Sketch of Mr. Donaldſon's Plan to 
eee Houſe- breaking, &c. It is humbly 


propoſed, that there ſhould be a conſtant > 


watch kept in the city of London and its 
_* liberties, both night and day, who are to be 
8 e . * hours: thoſe 


watch- 


—— — 
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8 watchmen to > have a diſtinguiſhing dreſs or 
mark; and to have power to take up beggars, 
E jdle and diſorderly people, and to guard paſ- 
© ſengers as well as houſeholders; and — 
& the preſent watchmen, &c. ſhould have the 
e offer of being employed in this buſineſs, 
e only under new regulations : alſo, thoſe now 
4 employed in paving, cleaning, and lighting 
the ſtreets, to be included in thoſe intended 
„ regulations, ſo as to have the ſtreets ſwept 
every morning, and all obſtructions re- 
© moved ; beggars and idle people, &c. taken 
«up, and every order of my Lord Mayor, and 
« Aldermen, carefully obſerved. 
« An office to be kept for receiving informa- 
ce tion, and appointing inſpectors to overſee” 
«the whole of the buſineſs, which, if effec- 
e tually followed out, will give a cheque to 
c idleneſs, and put an end to begging as 
« well as robbing. 
When the. ſtreets are Fey and the 
“lamps trimmed, early every morning, and a 
« watch eſtabliſhed to protect paſſengers, and 
«© take up offenders, the ftreets will then be 
& ſafe and commodious to all who walk either 
© for buſineſs or amuſement ; which will great- 
ly promote the trade of London=-a city 
* juſtly acknowledged to be the firſt i in emi- 
* nence in the world.“ | 
„It has ever been the vids of 


« ſtrangers to ſee the Capital of England ſo 
5 A4 © remarks 


(8) 


4 acids for the interior clanneſs of its 
& houſes, to have the ſtreets ſo dirty, and in- 
< feſted with beggars: when this plan is 
&; adopted, thoſe complaints will be entirely 
removed, as its chief object is to keep the 
*© ſtreets clean, and rather to prevent than 
8 puniſh crimes; for many, under pretence of 

“ begging, mark out, in the day, ſuch places 
as they mean to rob in the night. Had ſuch 
« Watch as the propofed one been eſta- 
« bliſhed ſome time ago, we fhould never have 
© heard of the Monſter who ſtruck ſuch terror 
=P into the inhabitants laſt year, as all who 
© are infulted will have the watch at hand to 
ec aſſiſt them when required. 
Ik a trial is made of one or more Arects 
« being put under the propoſed regulations, 
„ my Lord Mayor and Aldermen will be able 
to judge how far it would be proper to ex- 
„ tend it: and Mr. Donaldſon is ready to 
give every explanation and eee that 
* may be required. 4 14 | 
\ - © Beſides the advantages already men- 
« tioned, others might be named; for inftance, 
the whole expence of watering. the ſtreets 

| t will be faved, and the pavement laſt double 
the time. | : 
I was told the Cammitive wade A Go i 
able report, which the Lord Mayor and Alder- 
men were pleaſed to order to lie on the table, 
where perhaps it may remain till ſuch time 


19 

as they ** to apply for an Act of Par- 
liament to empower them to clean their ſtreets 
once a day, in place of twice a week {their 
preſent. method); and allo to improve ſome 
other parts of their Police. Several of thoſe 
Gentlemen have done me the honour. to ſay, 
that my plan had a great deal of merit. 

When I ſaw by the Papers in March laſt, 
that a bill was before the Houſe of Commons 
for an alteration of the Police of Weſtminſter 
{chiefly for preventing the Juſtices from taking 
fees for their own emolument, and for eſta- 
bliſhing new offices, where the Ines are to 
have ſalaries in place of fees), I immediately 
ſent ſeveral copies of the ſketch of the plan 


to prevent houſe-breaking, &c. to the Honour- 


able Members of the Committee who brought 
in the bill, which [ thought might lead to an 
improvement in it: and, on the 14th of May, 
the bill, with the amendments, was ordered to 
be printed, by which it appears, the Juſtices 
have power to © retain and employ a ſufficient 
number of fit and able men, whom they are 
< authoriſed and empowered to {ſwear in, to 
act as conſtables for preſerving the p 

< and preventing robberies and other felonies, 
< and apprehending offenders againſt the peace 
within the ſaid counties of Middleſex and 
Surrey reſpectively, as well by night as by 
% day.” Another of the new clauſes runs 


thus; „ And whereas divers diſpoſed and 


« ſuſ- 


2 


- 


616 ) 
100 fuſpected perſons, and reputed Hileves: hes : 
4 quent the avenues of public reſort, and the 
* ſtreets and highways, with intent to commit 
_ «felony on the perſons and property of his 
<.Majeſty's ſubjects there being; and — 
© their evil purpoſes are ſufficiently manifeſt, 
the power of his Majeſty's Juſtices of the 
Peace to demand of them ſureties for their 
good behaviour hath not been of ſufficient 
© effect to prevent them from carrying their 
c evil purpoſes into execution; be it enacted by 
the authority aforeſaid, that from and after 
the 11th day of June, 1792, it ſhall and 
„ may be lawful for any conſtable, head- 
© borough, patrole, or watchman, to appre- 
hend every ſuch perſon, and convey him 
« or them before any Juſtice of the Peace.” 
As it is certain that thoſe clauſes. were not 
in the original bill, it may be preſumed, that 
* communications had ſome good effect. 
Great praiſes are due to Mr. Burton for pro- 
poſing and bringing in the bill to amend the Po- 
lice; and from what the Noble Lords ſaid in the 
debate on the bill, that the prevention of crimes 
Was farpreferablet tothepuniſhingofthem, Itruſt 
that what I propoſe will awaken the attention 
of thoſe who have intereſt and ability to bring 
in a bill for ſo benevolent a purpoſe, that it 
may be extended to every city or town, &c. 
which may think proper to adopt it: and, 


| when J am ſo happy as to receive full ſecurity 
that 


„ 

that no advantage ſhall be taken of the plan 
without my conſent, I ſhall then print the 
whole; by which it will appear, that all I 
propoſe can be done without expence to 
government, or laying any new tax on the 
People; and in time it will produce Aa hand- 
ſome public revenue. 
The way! propoſe it ſhould be conducted, 
Is 1b means of two offices, as mentioned in the 
47th page of the foreſaid propoſals, where in- 
formation and complaints will be received at all 

hours, both night and day, and every neceſſary 
aſſiſtance inſtantly given. I am confident, if 
thoſe two offices be properly conducted, they 
will do more to procure due obedience to the 
laws, and the prevention of crimes, than all 
The methods that have yet been tried. 

It is alſo propoſed, that engines, ladders, &c. 
ſhould be kept in the watch- houſes, and pro- 
per perſons who can manage them always in 
readineſs; ſo that on the firſt appearance of 
fire, they will give ſuch immediate aſſiſtance 
as to prevent its progreſs, by which means 
much property and many lives may be ſaved: 
and the watch- houſes being open at all hours, 
will be convenient for all people to go to 
| "who require protection or information. What 
1 point out can in no way prejudice the pre- 
ſent watchmen, lamplighters, or others em- 
ployed in or about the ſtreets, it being only 
to have them yu under new ang | 
ATV S b 


mJ 

that the buſineſs may be better done for the 
public, and more convenient for themſelves, 
yet not leſs profitable, as every honeſt and in- 
duſtrious man ought to have a comfortable 
ng | 

It has been ſaid, that the Police of London : 
is very good; there are watchmen for the 
night, and that there is no need of them in 
the day: that the ſtreets are cleaned twice a 
week by Act of Parliament; and that all who 
do not ſweep and clean the foot pavement 
before their houſes every morning, are * 
in a fine of five ſhillings. 

No doubt the preſent watchmen are of great 
uſe ; but that the ſyſtem is defective, is evi- 
dient from the many robberies committed in 

the night. It is alſo obvious, that a day watch 
is neceſſary on account of the many robberies 


. and aſſaults committed continually in the moſt 


lic ſtreets every hour of the day; and the 
perſons aſſaulted having no aſſiſtance at hand, 
the thieves, &c. eſcape, [| 
If it be an advantage to clean the ſtreets 
rm a week, it muſt be an improvement to 
ve it done every morning and, if the ex- 
periment is made in one or more ſtreets or 
ſquares, the good effects of it will be ſo evi- 
dent, that, like the new pavement, it will be- 
come univerſal. 
As 2 are unwilling to inform: upon | 
| neighbours, 1 «pprehend. the beſt way of 
| having 


1 


having the foot pavement kept clean, is to 
have it ſwept every morning by thoſe who 
clean the ſtreets. As fining and committing 
people for their contempt of the police laws 
has never anſwered any good end, why ſhould 
we not, like the good phyſician, when one 
remedy fails, try another ? The evils com- 
FRO of do exiſt, 
We have many good laws, but they : are | 
not enforced ; even in the public ſtreets we 
ſee the tops of ſtage-coaches crowded with 
paſſengers, contrary to Act of Parliament. If 
people are permitted to diſregard one law, 
perhaps they will venture to break another; 
and ſo go on from bad to worſe, till they are 


brought to an unhappy end. The conſtant 


watch is therefore humbly propoſed to pre- 
vent thoſe evils, as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe 
that few people will be ſo hardy as to commit 
a crime, when they can have no expectation 
of eſcaping immediate detection. 
The preſent method of watering and clean- 
ing the ſtreets is unhealthy and dirty; in 
ſummer or dry weather it is often difficult to 
find a place to croſs at without going over 
the ſhoes. If thoſe who now have the care 
of the ſtreets and watch, &c. do not think 
their preſent funds ſufficient to make trial of 
this propoſed plan, b opening a ſublcription 
at the bankers', or bt — proper places, they 


mn 100 get enough to Deg. this 9 7 c 


E * 
and when, after trial, it has been ue of, 4 
I ſhall ſhew how it may be made general, with 
out laying any new tax on the people. 
What I requeſt at prefent is to have a fair 
trial made of this improved plan in one or 
more ftreets of London or Weſtminſter, which, 
1 humbly hope, will immediately attract wo 
en of the public. 


| Fore Alvaniag of a bah and Crnflan Tr atch, 
deR public will be protected in thieir per- 
fons and property, both at home and abroad; 
and will not be interrupted or dirtied by the 
Iamplighters trimming their lamps through the 
day, which is a great nuiſance at preſent, and | 
Jaftlz complained of. 

They will be aſſiſted by the watch in caſes 
of fire, and every needful occaſion. | 

They will not be moleſted with beggars, | 
Idle wa drunken people, and mad bullocks, 
| &c. „ 

k children or cattle thay, they will be 
found or heard of at the watch-houſes. 
tue ſtreets will be kept clean and well 

Aghted; and the watch ſo regulated as to render 
It impofſible for thieves, or other bad people, 


to commit any depredations on tlie public, 


5 immediate detection and conviction. 
"FA 


E 
When the watch have the charge of keep- 
ing the ſtreets clean, they will take care that 
none throw out any dirt or rubbiſh. 7 ©- 
The ſervants. will be relieved from the trou- 
ble of ſweeping the pavement before their 
maſters' houſes. In fact, every individual will 
be benefited by this improved plan of keep- 
ing the ſtreets clean, well watched and lighted. 
Beſides, being more healthy and pleaſant, the 
trade muſt be greatly promoted, as the ſtreets 
will be every where ſafe and convenient for 
all who either paſs or croſs them in all places 
where this conſtant watch is extended. 'Strari- 
gers, and thoſe who are at a loſs to find their 
way, have only to apply to the watch  _ 
| I hope this ſhort ſketch of a plan to pre- 
vent crimes will not be unworthy the atten- 
tion of miniſters, magiſtrates, pariſhes, ſo- 
cieties, companies, and individuals, or the in- 
habitants of any ſtreet, who are all eventually 
concerned in its ſucceſs. The greateſt argu- 
ment againſt it is now removed by the new 
Police Act, whereby conſtables, &c. are em- 
powered to take up reputed thieves, &c.: and 
no doubt this power will be granted to all ſuch 
cities, towns, &c. as chooſe to apply for it. 
As it is impoſſible for an individual to bring 
forward and perfectly eſtabliſh any new thing 
of great national concern, it would make me | 
happy if I could meet with ſome gentlemen - © } 
pf ſpirit and intereſt to procure a Charter or 
| e Ag 
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